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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Massachusetts State Recovery Board. 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 10 
Extent: 5 boxes (6 linear feet) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Massachusetts State Recovery Board 
Records. State Library of Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Marc Widershien, March 1985. Edited by Paige Roberts, 
November 2008. Updated by Abigail Cramer, March, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents the work of the Massachusetts State Recovery Board in its 
efforts to enforce President Franklin Roosevelt’s Re-Employment Agreement under the National 
Recovery Act of 1933. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
This collection documents the work of the Massachusetts State Recovery Board (MSRB) 
between 1933 and 1934.  The collection includes the "Blue Eagle Letters" fully bound, 
approximately 1,000 pieces of correspondence, the minutes of the Board’s Executive 
Committee’s meetings, statistical abstracts, records of enrollment, and press releases. Also 
included are bound volumes of miscellaneous material entitled "Various Acts bearing on the 
Recovery Program, Bulletins and Circulars." The MSRB also organized subsidiary committees: 
Conciliation, Consumers, Finance, and Research and Statistics, all coordinated by the NRA and 
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the Executive Committee of the MSRB.  The financial records of the Board include payroll 
adjustments, cancelled checks, invoices, and other materials of interest.  There is also one folder 
of memorabilia that provide a useful index to the climate of the Depression era. 
 
HISTORICAL NOTE 
 In August, 1933, President Franklin Roosevelt appointed prominent individuals in business and 
education to develop the Massachusetts State Recovery Board, the purpose of which was "to 
assist in the emergency re-employment campaign under the President's Re-employment 
Agreement, the 'Blanket Code.'"  Under the National Recovery Act (NRA), each state was 
required to have such a board as well as a recovery council that was intended to work in 
cooperation with the State Board. 
 
President Roosevelt appointed Edward Filene, President of Filene's Sons Co., Allan Forbes, 
Edward S. French, Stanley King, Charles Mahoney, P.A. O'Connell, John J. Power, E. Kent Swift, 
James Wall, and Margaret Wiesman.  The Board first met in August, 1933, at the Massachusetts 
State House and elected Edward A. Filene, Chairman, John J. Power, Vice Chairman, and E. 
Kent Swift, Secretary.  The Board had several goals: to stimulate re-employment; to bring all 
business under the President's Re-employment Agreement; to interpret and explain that 
Agreement to businesses, laborers, and the public; to enlist support by a program of education; to 
secure adherence by holders of the Blue Eagle seal of the NRA to their obligation under the 
President's Re-employment Agreement. 
 
The National Recovery Administration in Washington was headed by Hugh S. Johnson and was 
integral to the New Deal.  Among the NRA's goals were: stimulating the American economy by 
eliminating the "cut-throat competition" in business, getting people back to work, instituting fair 
working conditions at a fair wage, and abolishing the child labor once and for all.  The task of the 
Massachusetts State Recovery Board was to carry out the mandates of the NRA and to 
coordinate the various functions of business, education, and government. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
Box 1 contains the "Blue Eagle Letters" fully bound and approximately 1,000 pieces of additional 
correspondence. Box 2 contains the regular minutes of the Board’s Executive Committee.  Box 3 
contains research and statistical abstracts, records of enrollment, and press releases, as well as 
material relating to the MSRB’s committees.  Box 4 contains more press releases and 
memorabilia of the Board. Box 5 houses the financial records of the Board. 
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Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
Materials are entirely in English. 
 
Custodial History 
This collection includes materials that were once two separate collections.  One of these 
collections has been held by the State Library continuously while the second was added in the 
1980s. 
 
Container List 
 
Box # Folder Title 
1 Correspondence, 1933-1934 
1 Blue Eagle Letters 
2 Meeting Minutes 
2 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
3 Research and Statistical Abstracts 
3 Miscellaneous Papers 
3 Record of enrollments 
3 Bulletins, circulars, various acts 
3 Telephone lists 
3 Compliance Board 
3 Leisure Time Conference 
3 Radio address by Edward Filene 
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3 Chairmen 
3 Organizations and responsibilities 
3 Memoranda 
3 Contributors 
3 Press releases 
4 Press releases 
4 Memorabilia 
5 Financial 
 
